[Interest of systematic syphilis serology testing prior to assisted reproductive technology cycles: a retrospective study in Nantes, France].
Syphilis has recently re-emerged in young adults. However, serological testing of patients undergoing assisted reproductive technology (ART) cycles and/or semen cryopreservation is not mandatory in every country. We conducted a retrospective analysis on our local database to evaluate the prevalence of syphilis among infertile couples, and discuss the interest of systematic syphilis serology testing in these patients. Between 2000 and 2010, only one patient out of 4314 was diagnosed with chronic syphilis. This study illustrates that systematic serological screening for syphilis in couples referred for semen cryopreservation or ART only allows exceptionally rare diagnosis. The cost-effectiveness of this strategy should be reconsidered.